


The Kuskokwim Area Salmon Escapement Cataloq is intended to present
all of 'the known adult salmon escapement observations for the
streams and tributaries which eventually drain into Kuskokwim Bay.
Althouqh the data consists mainly of aerial observations by Alaska
Department of Fish and Game personnel, it may also include
observations fro. toot or boat surveys, literature review,
department escapement proj ects, and oral or written c01llDlUDications
from various agencies and private citizens.

This data is easily misinterpreted and misused by persons who are
unfamiliar with the limitations of aerial observation techniques
or by those without experience observing salmon in Kuskokwim area
streams. It is therfore requested that this data not be cited or
used in any manner except in consultation with the Kuskokwim
Escapement Biologist, whose duties normally include responsibility
for the database.

The information contained in this report is of a type which was
oriqinally recorded on special forms and filed in loose leaf
notebook binders. ~ry Schaefer (ADFG) coordinated the task of
establishinq a database and reportinq system on the university of
Alaska Honeywell computer in 1976. This was transferred to the
State of Alaska IBM mainframe computer in 1983. Escapement survey
data for 1983 was the last information added to the mainframe
database. For several years thereafter, the hand written
escapement observation forms were simply copied and distributed as
basic data.

There were several factors which made the mainframe computer system
unsuitable as a tool for managing the dat.a. Primary was the lack
of emphasis for professional comput.er personnel to maintain the
database and produce annual reports. Secondary was the problem of
gaining access to a timesharing system with a burqeoning subscriber
base. In 1983 the decision was made to ilIlplement the database in
one of the microcomputer systems which were then becoming
available. A proqrammer was assiqned to desiqn a database
manaqement system usinq RBase 4000, the new commercial database
manaqement software from MicroRim Corporation. Before the
assignment was completed, the programmer transferred to another
position.

In December 1985, I received a copy of RBase 5000, HicroRim
Corporation's successor to RBase 4000. Because of the continued
frustation in establishing a user friendly database system, I beqan
to experiment with the new program. The software proved easy to
learn and I quickly established that it was capable of handlinq the
Kuskokwim escapement data.

After two months of intensive effort, I was able to produce a
working database management system that used a series of menus to
lead the user through the processes of enterinq data, reviewing and
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